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| MPORTANT STATEMENT FROM THE RSGB

PLEASE RELAY THE CONTENTS OF THI S STATEMENT TO
YOUR CLUB/ GROUP MEMBERS

Dear Secretary
Amat eur Radi o Licensing Consul tation

As you are aware Ofcom proposes to shortly carry out a public

consul tation on

the future of amateur radio licensing. As a precursor to the

consul tation they

have placed on their website a docunent entitled; "Forthcom ng Public
Consul tation on Amateur Radi o Licensing".

The RSGB has deep reservations over the extent to which there will be
“consultation' and of Ofcom s rational e behind sonme of the options.

Of com have gone to great lengths in recent weeks to stress that the
deregul ation of amateur radio is not being considered at this tine.
In fact

they are so keen to get this nessage across that they are by passing
negotiations with the RSG and taking their nessage direct to speci al
| nt erest

groups, clubs and individual amateurs.

Since the RSGB was given sight of the first draft of the consultation
docunent

i n Decenber 2004, we have been arguing with OOcom that if they do

not i ntend

to take steps to deregul ate amateur radi o now or as soon as

| nt er nat i onal

negotiations will allow then why does the option remain as part of the
consul tati on?

Every public statenent that O com have nade they have stressed that
they wll

not recommend any options to nmake amateur radi o Wrel ess Tel egraphy
Act licence

exenpt (deregqulation) at this tinme. However, they have been unw | ling
and
unabl e to make the statenment that they will NOT consi der neking
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amateur radio
WI' Act licence exenpt in the future.

When published, the consultation will not give radio amateurs a real
choice. It
IS our belief that Ofcom have al ready decided that there will be two

changes to
the amateur radio |icence.

To make amateur radio licences valid for life;
To provide licences electronically and free of charge.

Along with this proposal, there will be three further options to
consi der:
Continue with the annual |icence;

A longer termlicence (5 or 10 years);
Deregul ation —No |icence required.

Ofcomare strongly recommending a 'Life tine' licence that will be
free if

obtained via the internet. They have assuned that all amateurs have
access to a

conputer and are conputer literate. Those amateurs who do not have a
conput er

can, O com believe, just 'pop' along to their local library or any
public

pl ace, Internet café etc, to obtain their |icence.

They recogni se that this nmay not be possible in all cases, and those
amat eur s

who do not have conputer access or do not feel confortable with
conputers w ||

still be able to "purchase' a paper copy. Yes, 'purchase' the paper
copy does

not cone free of charge!

It is difficult for the RSGB to argue against a 'FREE - Lifetine

| i cence' nost

people wll accept that this is a generous gesture by the

adm ni strator and the

RSGB woul d have no problens in recommending this proposal if we did
not have

serious concerns over Ocom's notives.
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Ocomstates that a "Lifetinme Licence' will ease the regul atory
burden and cut

costs. This is not true. The Wreless Tel egraphy Act will still make
amat eur s

subject to reqgulations. The regqul atory burden cannot be eased whil st
t he

regul ati ons continue in force. The |icence may be free and it nmay

| ast a

‘lifetime' but the admnistration to issue the |licence renains.

Ofcomstates that amateurs wll be kept infornmed of any changes to

t he amat eur

radio licence terns and conditions either electronically or by post.
Ocomwl |

not be able to rely on their database to achieve this unless every

| i cence

hol der keeps O cominformed of changes of address or internet service
provi der.

Li cence holder's next of kin wll also be expected to ensure Ocomis
advi sed

should the |icence hol der becone a silent key. W know that this is
unlikely to

happen. Either way this wll incur substantial costs.

The only way that O com can reduce the costs and the adm nistration
is to
' Der egul at €'

Despite O com assurances it is the RSGB's belief that if it were
possi bl e t hey

woul d deregul ate amateur radio now. They are not in a position to do
this

because the UK governnent are signatories to a nunber of international
agreenents affecting cross border amateur radi o operation. It is UK
gover nnent

policy, of long standing, not to break treaty obligations but to
'negoti ate

out" if it is seen to be beneficial to the UKto do so.

Ofcom have stated that it would take around five years to do this.
Five years
is a very short space of tine!
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Why does the RSGB believe that a "Lifetine' licence is the first step
to
der egul ati on?

Radi o amateurs currently receive their licence fromthe Radio

Li censing Centre

in Bristol. The RLC is an agency of the Post O fice and they are
contracted to

Ofcomto issue amateur radio licences. This contract runs out in

Sept enber
2006.
WIl it be renewed?

O compay the RLC to issue your |licence. Costs need to be reduced!
There wi ||
be a substantial cost saving if that contract is not renewed.

What are the other options post Septenber 20067

Ocomcould invite tenders. This is nost unlikely, as by 2006 the

| ssui ng of

nost other licences including maritine and aeronautical |icences wl|
have been

hi ved off to other organisations. In business terns the issuing of

j ust anat eur

radio licences is not conmmercially viable. Conmercial organisations
exist to

make profit and there will be no profit in issuing approx 50,000
amateur radio

| i cences particularly with all the adm nistration costs that go with
it?

Ofcomcould thensel ves do the work by taking the task 'In House'.
This is

costly - Staff, Database, ongoing tasks. The reason behind a
‘Lifetime' licence

Is to reduce the reqgqulatory burden and costs not just on the

I ndi vi dual radio

amat eur but on O com al so.

O comwould need to recruit staff and conm ssion a conputer systemif
t hey

decide on this option. This is at the tinme when all the experienced
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amat eur

radio adm nistrators (fornmerly fromthe RA) are | eaving OOcom and are
returning

to the Cvil Service. Even directly enployed staff that are |ess
costly in real

terms, than civil servants, wll still be a substantial cost.

The RSGB is concerned for the future of amateur radi o because any
rel axi ng of

the controls be it licensing or in the exam nation structure wll be
a serious

threat. The only way that Ofcomcan neet its desire to ease the
regul atory

burden and rel ated adm nistrative costs is to take the need away and
in the

case of amateur radio that neans to take away the need for a |licence
I n ot her

words - deregqul ate.

They make statenents such as the Repeater and Packet network w Il be
mai nt ai ned; that current spectrum access rights woul d be nai ntai ned;
that O com

woul d continue to manage the spectrum and maintain their enforcenent
activities. The truth is not so clear, 24GH# and 79GH has or will be
|l ost to

autonotive radar. O com has decided not to maintain this spectrum
access. How

can we accept their statenents at face val ue?

Ofcomare pulling out their representatives at a European and

| nt er nat i onal

| evel because their view is that spectrumusers should bear the cost
of

representation at this level. Can we trust themto | ook after our

I nterests on

the international stage? Amateur radio is not a protected service and
even when

the Radi o I nvestigations Service (RI'S) operated as part of the RA,
amat eur

radio did not receive the protection fromintruders or interference
t hat our

spectrum al | ocation warrants. How is Ofcom going to protect our

i nterests when

t he Enforcenent and Policy Unit, as the RIS is now known, has been
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“cut to the
bone' by O comand is now down to quarter of the size it was in 20037

As you all know RSGB has been | ooking after the interests of radio
amat eurs for

over 90 years. The Radi o Society was forned by early experinenters
I ncl udi ng

Aiver Lodge and Cerald Marcuse. Today it is still run by radio
amat eurs for

radio amateurs. W are nmandated by the ITU to represent radio

amat eur's

interests in the UK That is our fundanental role.

O comwas created with a nunber of core functions including

I nt roduci ng

' Spectrum Trading', easing red tape for the benefit of industry and
commer ce,

and wherever possible cut costs. The organisation is Treasury funded
and its

ethos is to gain maxi numrevenue out of the radio spectrumat the
sane tinme as

reduci ng the costs of managi ng the resource. Additionally there is a
| egal

requi rement for Ofcomto prove, before renoving a burden, that an
exi sting

regul atory burden is unnecessary. That proof has never been provided
t o RSGB.

| started this "brief by saying that it is difficult to argue agai nst
a Free'

Lifetinme |icence.

Il will finish it by saying Beware of the "Trojan Horse'.

Over the next few weeks the RSGB wi |l be arrangi ng Regi onal Meetings
across the

UK and inviting Special Interest Goups to briefings on the |icensing
consul tations. Qur regional teans wll be visiting as many cl ubs as
possible to

put the Society's views and recommendati ons to nenbers and non
menbers, we wll

al so be providing statenents, on our website and el sewhere, that

I ndi vi dual

amateurs can use to inform O comof their concerns for the future.
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We col lectively nmust make Ocom aware that we will not accept
deregul ati on at
anyti ne.

| hope that we can count on your support. VWArmregards

Peter Kirby, QOTWV

General Manager

Radi o Society of Great Britain
April 2005.
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